Top Year
Recommended Reads

‘ad optima petenda’

Top Year — Reading List: Classics
Title and Author

Synopsis

Lord of the Flies
William Golding
First published in 1954, Lord of the Flies is now recognized as a classic, one of
the most celebrated of all modern novels.

Animal Farm
George Orwell

'All animals are equal - but some are more equal than others'

1984
George Orwell
George Orwell's dystopian masterpiece, Nineteen Eighty-Four is perhaps the
most pervasively influential book of the twentieth century.

To Kill a
Mocking Bird
Harper Lee

To Kill a Mockingbird is a coming-of-age story, an anti-racist novel, a historical
drama of the Great Depression and a sublime example of the Southern writing
tradition.

The Catcher in
the Rye
JD Salinger
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Written with the clarity of a boy leaving childhood behind, The Catcher in the
Rye explores the world with disarming frankness and a warm, affecting charisma
which has made this novel a universally loved classic of twentieth-century
literature.
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Synopsis

Edgar Rice Burroughs
Tarzan of the Apes
A baby boy is left stranded in the African jungle after his parents die and he is
raised by apes.

Agatha Christie
The Body in the
Library

A tale of murder and revenge.

R.L. Stevenson
Treasure Island
Timeless sea adventure and the search for lost treasure.

J. Vance Marshall
Walkabout
Two lost British children try to survive the harsh landscape of Australia.

Jules Verne
Journey to the
Centre of the Earth
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Wonderfully inventive story about explorers who climb down an extinct
volcano and into the centre of the earth.
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HG Wells
The Time Machine
Novel about time travel and its possible consequences.

HG Wells
War of the Worlds
The Martians invade Earth in this timeless science fiction novel.

Conan Doyle,
Adventures of
Sherlock Holmes

This is a great introduction to detective stories. Many of the best Holmes
stories are in this collection.

Penelope Farmer
Charlotte
Sometimes

Dream-like novel where Charlotte, whilst sleeping, somehow slips back in time
to 1919 and becomes Clare…

Elizabeth Goudge
Little White Horse
Haunting story of a unicorn appearing at Moonacre Valley.
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H Rider Haggard
King Solomon’s
Mines

An exciting story about an explorer who was the inspiration for the Indiana
Jones films.

Mark Twain
Adventures of Tom
Sawyer &
Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn
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Adventure, freedom and excitement are in abundance in these two novels set in
the American deep south during the great depression.

Top Year — Reading List: War & Conflict
Title and Author

Synopsis

Frances Zuzak
The Book Thief
Death takes an interest in an orphaned little girl. This Nazi Germany set novel is
deeply seeped in humanity and compassion.

Maurice Gleitzman
Once
Captivating, and moving story of two childhood friends growing up in Nazi occupied Poland.

Anne Frank
The Diary of Anne
Frank
Stunning story of bravery during the Second World War.

Andy McNab
Boy Soldier
McNab draws on his own vast SAS experience to write this exciting, partbiographical, account of his younger days in the SAS.

Matt Peet
Tamar
Winner of the 2006 Carnegie Medal. Complex mix of time travel, World War 2
and love across time
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Top Year — Reading List: Sport
Title and Author

Synopsis

Neil Arksey
Playing on the Edge
Great futuristic thriller where football has achieved global domination.
Entertainingly, dark sporting mystery with a hint of Macbeth!

Ben Bo
Scullcrack
High energy novel about skateboarding.

Martin Waddell
Shooting Star
Interesting novel written by the man who talent spotted a future football star.
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Top Year — Reading List: Action & Adventure
Title and Author

Synopsis

Henderson, J A
Bunker 10

A military installation is torn apart by an explosion. Inside were 185 military
personnel and seven teenagers. This is the tale of their last day.

Higson, Charlie
Silverfin
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Thirteen year old James Bond embarks on his first (Young Bond series) heroic
adventures.

TIP: If you enjoy reading a novel, look for others
by the same author
.
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