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Lower 6th — Reading List: Novels set in Fantasy Worlds
Title and Author

The Northern Lights
Philip Pullman

Sabriel
Garth Nix

Truckers
Terry Pratchett

Synopsis

This novel is set in a universe parallel to our own and features Lyra’s journey
north in search of her missing friend, Roger, and her imprisoned father, Lord
Asriel, who has been conducting experiments with a mysterious substance
known as "Dust."

Sabriel is a fantasy novel set in two neighbouring countries. One country resembles early twentieth century England, and in the other magic works and dangerous spirits roam the land.

The trilogy tells the story of the Nomes, a race of tiny people from another
world who now live hidden among humans.

Runemarks
Joanne Harris
Maddy Smith was born with a rusty-coloured runemark on her hand - a symbol
of the old gods and definitely cause for suspicion.

The Alchemist
Michael Scott
Sophie and Josh Newman are 15 year-old twins who are working at their
summer jobs in San Francisco when a mysterious man, John Dee, comes into
Josh's workplace for a book, the Codex – or Book of Abraham the Mage.
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Lower 6th — Reading List
Title and Author

Synopsis

Gem X
Nicky Singer
Sixteen-year-old Maxo Strang, the most perfect human ever made, suddenly
discovers a "crack" in his face, which leads him to expose his community's dark
underworld of secret scientific research and the city's corrupt supreme leader.

Storm Thief
Chris Wooding
A darkly thrilling novel from a master storyteller about a civilization plagued by
chaos and reality-rearranging storms.

Noughts and Crosses
Malorie Blackman
Blackman's award-winning Noughts & Crosses series, exploring love, racism,
and violence, set in a fictional dystopia.

The Midnight Zoo
Sonia Hartnett
Two gypsy boys are fleeing through a war-ravaged country-side during the
night, carrying a secret bundle. The boys stumble across a town that has been
reduced to smoking rubble, and a zoo that is still intact. When the boys take
shelter in the zoo, they discover a menagerie of talking animals. Both the boys
and the animals tell their tales and their desire for freedom.

The Fire Thief
Trilogy
Terry Deary
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The story of Prometheus, the Greek Titan who, in Greek mythology, is said to
have stolen fire from the gods and gifted it to humans.

Lower 6th — Reading List: Novels set in the real world
Title and Author
Kit’s Wilderness
David Almond

Synopsis

Kit has just moved to Stoneygate with his family, to live with his ageing
grandfather who is gradually succumbing to Alzheimer's Disease. Stoneygate is
an insular place, scarred by its mining history - by the danger and death it has
brought them. Where the coal mine used to be there is now a wilderness. Here
Kit meets Askew, a surly and threatening figure who masterminds the game
called Death, a frightening ritual of hypnotism; and Kit makes friends with Allie,
the clever school troublemaker. As Kit struggles to adjust to his new life and the
gradual failing of his beloved grandfather, these two friendships pull him towards
a terrifying resolution. Haunted by ghosts of the past, Kit must confront death
and - ultimately - life.

The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the Night
-time
Mark Hadden

The story is written in the first-person perspective of Christopher John Francis
Boone, a 15-year-old boy who describes himself as "a mathematician with some
behavioural difficulties."

Ruby Red
Linzi Glass
Ruby lives in 1970s Johannesburg. Her father is a liberal lawyer, representing
black people accused under the apartheid system.

Fat Boy Swim
Catherine Forde
Fourteen-year-old Jimmy Kelly is Fat Boy Fat, the largest kid in his Scottish community, who’s made to feel useless at everything. Only his family knows he’s a
whiz in the kitchen, and Jimmy is determined to keep it that way.
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Lower 6th — Reading List: Novels set in the real world
Title and Author

Synopsis

Time Bomb
Nigel Hinton
Andy, the adult narrator of this unsettling story, recalls his little gang of boyhood neighbours who had the run of a local bomb-site for their playground.

Bone by Bone by Bone
Tony Johnston
This novel tells of friendship between black and white in 1950’s Tennessee.
Tony Johnston draws on her own childhood memories to draw a portrait of a
sensitive and compassionate boy fighting for a friendship his father forbids.

The Highest Tide
Jim Lynch
One moonlit night, thirteen-year-old Miles O'Malley sneaks out of his house and
goes exploring on the tidal flats of Puget Sound. When he discovers a rare giant
squid, he instantly becomes a local phenomenon.

Burn my Heart
Beverley Naidoo
Two boys, Mathew and Mugo, living on the same Kenyan land share an uneasy
friendship. They live in a time when white and black means rich and poor – and
a secret society, called the Mau Mau, want their land and freedom back.

Pool Boy
Michael Simmons
Money is a very interesting thing. One day you may have buckets, and the next
day you may be completely broke. This is precisely what happens to Brett
Gerson, the protagonist of Pool Boy.
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Lower 6th — Reading List: Novels set in the real world
Title and Author
Abomination
Robert Swindells

Synopsis

Martha is twelve - and very different from other children. Her parents are strict
members of a religious group –called the Brethren and their rules dominate
Martha's life. One rule is the most important of all: she must never ever invite
anyone home. If she does, their shameful secret - Abomination - could be
revealed. But as Martha makes her first real friend in Scott, a new boy at school,
she begins to wonder.

The Garbage King
Elizabeth Laird
The story, set in modern day Addis Ababa, follows the journeys of two very
different boys: poor, uneducated Mamo and wealthy Dani, struggling desperately
at school, as they teeter into adolescence.

Finding Violet Park
Jenny Valentine
It is about a fatherless teenage boy, Lucas Swain, who finds an urn containing the
ashes of Violet Park abandoned in a minicab office and determines to lay her to
rest.

Raspberries on the
Yangtze
Karen Wallace

‘ad optima petenda’

The Yangtze in our story is not China's river, but rather a magical place in the
Canadian countryside on the outskirts of a small town. There, in the 1950s, a
group of children look forward to what promises to be a glorious summer.

Lower 6th — Reading List: Adventure
Title and Author

Synopsis

The Thief Lord
Cornelia Funke

The Thief Lord follows the story of two brothers, Prosper and Bo, who run
away to Venice, Italy after their mother's death. They are taken in by a group of
orphans who live in an abandoned movie theatre, called the Stella, and are led
by a young man named Scipio, who calls himself the Thief Lord.

Martyn Pig
Kevin Brooks
The narrator is Martyn Pig, a fifteen year old boy who is living with his father
because his mother left years ago. He has to do all the domestic work, because
his father is an alcoholic.

The Prison Runner
Deborah Ellis
This is a powerful and compelling novel about the effect of cocaine production
on the city children of Bolivia.

Wheels
Catherine McPhail

James, paralyzed in a car accident, is now in a wheelchair and he's furious.

Revolver
Marcus Sedgewick
It’s 1910. In a small cabin situated north of the Arctic Circle, young Sig
Andersson sits alongside his father’s frozen body, wondering how he could have
died the way he did.
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Lower 6th — Reading List: Adventure
Title and Author

Synopsis

Dogfight
Craig Simpson
Finn Gunnerson and his best friend, Loki, are desperate to lend a hand to the
Resistance movement in Norway in World War II.

The Mysterious
Benedict Society
TL Stewart

After seeing a newspaper advertisement addressed to children with special abilities, the eleven-year-old orphan Reynie Muldoon goes to a building where he
and many other children take a written test with many strange questions relating to logic and bravery.

A Thief in the House of
Memory
Tim Wynne-Jones
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Suddenly the house is alive with memories, prompting Dec to investigate the
past and piece together the puzzle which will reveal the elusive truth about his
mother's disappearance.

Lower 6th — Reading List: Novels set in the Past
Title and Author

Synopsis

Across the Nightingale
Floor
Lian Hearn

Across the Nightingale Floor is set in a fictional feudal Japan, and follows the
story of a sixteen-year-old boy named Tomasu and fifteen year old girl named
Kaede.

Kite Rider
Geraldine
McCaughrean

Haoyou is obsessed by the vastness of the sky. Somehow, it has become his
fate to fly on the wind like his father, to fly on a kite.

The Kingdom by the
Sea
Robert Westall
Twelve-year-old Harry struggles to make it on his own after his family is lost in
a German air raid.

The Eagle of the Ninth
Rosemary Sutcliff
The story is set in Roman Britain. Discharged because of a battle wound, a
young Roman officer Marcus Flavius Aquila tries to discover the truth about the
disappearance of his father's legion in northern Britain.

Coram Boy
Jamila Gavin
It is an epic adventure which sheds light on a hidden part of the eighteenth century: cruelty to children. The innovative work of the Foundling Hospital continues today and is carried out by the charity that still bears the founder's name,
Coram
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Lower 6th — Reading List: Ghost Stories
Title and Author

Synopsis

Anna Dressed in Blood
Kendare Blake
Kendare Blake's novel is a genuinely thrilling horror story with a well-rounded
cast, a creeping sense of horror, and a powerful writing style soaked in blood
and grave dirt.

The Graveyard Book
Neil Gaiman
Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. He would be
completely normal if he didn’t live in a graveyard, being raised and educated by
ghosts.
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TIP: If you enjoy reading a novel, look for others
by the same author
.
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